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THE  STATE  LIBRARY 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

The  State  Library  is  a 
government  and  public  affairs 
research  Hbrary  organized  to  meet 
the  information  and  research  needs 
of  the  executive  and  legislative 
branches  of  state  government. 

The  Library,  founded  in 
1 826,  is  an  independent  state  agency 
governed  by  a  Board  of  Trustees. 

The  Library's  collection  is 
geared  to  the  needs  of  its  primary 
users.  It  is  particularly  strong  in  the 
areas  of  public  law,  public  affairs, 
Massachusetts  state  government 
publications,  and  state  and  local 
history.  Its  collections  include 
approximately  820,000  volumes, 
430,000  microforms,  1800 
periodicals  and  newspapers,  and 
materials  in  a  variety  of  other 
formats. 

MASSACHUSETTS  DOCUMENTS 

The  State  Library  has  the 
most  complete  collection  of 
Massachusetts  state  publications  in 
existence.  The  Library  attempts  to 
collect  and  maintain  all  publications 
issued  by  Massachusetts  state 
agencies.  Its  historic  holdings  date 
from  the  1 7^  century  to  the  present 
and  form  a  comprehensive  record  of 
printed  materials  issued  by  the 
legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
branches  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Since  1975,  the  Library  has 
microfilmed  all  Massachusetts  state 
Documents  received  in  its  collections 
A  depository  system,  originated  and 


maintained  by  the  State  Library, 
disseminates  state  agency 
publications  to  other  libraries 
statewide.  Citizen  access  to  state 
publications  is  ensured  by  the 
cooperation  of  the  depository 
libraries:  Boston  Public  Library, 
Springfield  City  Library,  University 
of  Massachusetts  at  Amherst,  and  the 
Worcester  Public  Library.  Scholars 
and  researchers  nationwide  utilize 
Massachusetts  docimients  which  the 
State  Library  deposits  at  the  Library 
of  Congress. 

All  state  documents  received 
by  the  Library  are  cataloged  via  the 
OCLC  online  bibliographic  database. 
The  database  provides  cataloging 
information  and  access  to  the  State 
Library's  holdings  to  thousands  of 
libraries. 


LAW  COLLECTION 


The  Library  maintains  an 
extensive  law  collection,  with  the 
emphasis  on  public  law.  Coverage  of 
Massachusetts  law  is  comprehensive 
and  includes  current  and  historic 
materials.  A  complete  set  of 
Massachusetts  regulations  is 
maintained. 

The  law  collection  includes 
reports  of  decisions  of  the  high 
courts  of  the  50  states,  as  well  as  the 
statutes  and  session  laws  for  each 
state.  Coverage  of  federal  law  is 
extensive.  The  Library  receives  the 
U.S.  Code,  the  Statutes-at-Large,  the 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations,  and  the 
Federal  Register.  There  is  also 
complete  coverage  of  all  written 
decisions  of  the  federal  courts. 

The  Library  subscribes  to  the 
National  Reporter  series,  American 
Law  Reports,  Shepard's  Citations, 
and  many  loose-leaf  services. 
Standard  legal  encyclopedias  and 
dictionaries,  as  well  as  textbooks, 
treatises,  law  journals  and  other 
materials  on  public  law,  complete 
this  collection. 

ONLINE  CATALOG 

The  catalog  contains  over 
100,000  records  from  1978  to  the 
present  including  Massachusetts 
State  documents.  Current  perio- 
dicals appear  in  the  catalog  as  do 
federal  documents  acquired  from 
1990  to  the  present. 


LIBRARY  CD-ROMS 


The  library  has  a  variety  of 
CD-ROM  products  including  the 
Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Mass. 
Decisions,  Code  of  Massachusetts 
Regulations,  1^'  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  in  Massachusetts, 
U.S.Shepards,  Nutshell  series.  Index 
to  Legal  Periodicals,  Munilaw,  Mass 
GIS,  Census  Information,  etc. 


LIBRARY'S  WEBSITE 

Patrons  can  access  various 
databases  through  the 
Library's  website  at 
http://www.state.ma.us/lib.  These 
include  the  online  catalog,  various 
newspapers  through  Proquest, 
Infotrac,  Federal  Documents, 
Encyclopaedia  Britannica, 
Biography  and  Genealogy  Master 
Index  2nd,  Electric  Library  (which 
has  full  text  of  newspapers, 
news  wires  and  transcripts  of  TV  & 
radio). 

STATE  HOUSE  NEWS  SERVICE 
DATABASE 

The  library  maintains  an  in 
house  database  of  press  releases 
about  state  government  from  the 
State  House  News  Service  (SHNS). 
This  database  includes  some  House 
and  Senate  debate  coverage.  There  is 
also  paper  and  electronic  versions  of 
the  SHNS. 

TOURS  AND  PROGRAMS 

The  Library  also  offers  for 
state  agencies  an  outreach  program 


in  which  a  staff  member  will  arrange 
and  conduct  an  informational  session 
for  your  office. 

GENERAL  COLLECTIONS 

The  Library  collects  books 
and  other  materials  in  areas  which 
reflect  its  subject  orientation.  The 
collection  is  particularly  strong  in  the 
areas  of  public  law,  public  affairs, 
health  care,  government,  political 
science,  the  environment,  and 
education. 

The  Library  maintains  a 
pamphlet  file  of  information  of 
current  interest.  Reports  published 
by  private  research  groups, 
universities,  and  research  staffs  of 
other  state  governments  are  included. 

LEGISLATP/E  BIOGRAPHICAL 
FILE 


The  Library  maintains  an 
alphabetical  card  catalog  of  all 
persons  who  have  served  in  the 
General  Court  and  state  consti- 
tutional conventions  as  well  as 
constitutional  officers.  Details  of 
birth,  death,  residence,  occupation, 
and  length  of  service  in  the  General 
Court  are  listed. 


PERIODICALS  AND 
NEWSPAPERS 

The  library  currently  receives 
over  1 800  periodical  titles  reflecting 
its  specialized  collecting  goals. 
Retrospective  files  of  many  of  these 
titles  are  available  on  microfilm. 
The  Library's  collection  is  also  rich 
in  1 9^^  century  periodicals  published 
in  Boston. 

The  Library  receives  over 
100  daily  and  weekly  newspapers 
from  communities  in  Massachusetts 
as  well  as  major  newspapers  from 
other  areas  of  the  country. 

An  early  index  to 
Massachusetts  newspapers,  the 
Zimmer  index,  covers  the  years  1878 
to  1937. 

The  Boston  Globe,  the 
Boston  Herald,  the  Patriot  Ledger, 
the  Worcester  Telegram  and  Gazette, 
the  New  York  Times,  and  the  Wall 
Street  Journal  are  available  online 
through  Proquest. 

SPECIAL  COLLECTIONS 

The  Special  Collections 
Department  reflects  the  collecting 
policies  of  the  Library  but  includes 
items  that  need  special  care  because 
of  age,  fragility,  or  format.  The 
holdings  contain  rare  books,  maps, 
atlases,  broadsides,  newspapers,  tax 
valuations,  prints,  photographs,  and 
scrapbooks  as  well  as  manuscript 
collections,  particularly  those  of 
former  legislators.  The  collection  is 
strong  in  19'*'  and  20*  century  maps 
and  atlases  covering  Massachusetts. 


Of  special  interest  are  the  Library's 
collections  of  Sanborn  insurance 
maps  and  1 9*  century  panoramic  or 
"bird's  eye"  views  of  cities  and 
towns  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Since  its  inception  the 
Library  has  collected  compre- 
hensively in  the  area  of  Massa- 
chusetts history  and  continues  to  do 
so.  Its  collections  in  local  history  are 
rich  and  comprehensive.  Of 
particular  importance  is  William 
Bradford's  manuscript  Of  Plimoth 
Plantation,  his  classic  account  of  the 
history  of  Plymouth  Colony.  Special 
Collections  has  a  facsimile  edition 
and  commentary  material  for 
research  use. 


LIBRARY  SERVICES  AND 
POLICIES 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  DESKS 

Reference  and  advisory 
assistance  is  available  in  the  Library 
at  the  Reference  Desk  on  the  3^^ 
floor,  the  Periodical  Desk  on  the  4"^ 
floor,  and  in  the  Special  Collections 
Department,  Room  55  in  the 
basement  of  the  west  wing.  Staff 
members  are  always  on  duty  in  these 
areas  to  assist  users  in  locating  and 
obtaining  library  materials. 

USE  AND  LOAN  POLICY 

The  library  is  open  to  anyone 
who  needs  to  use  its  collections. 
Borrowing  privileges  are  offered 
only  to  permanent  state  employees, 
with  the  exception  of  employees  of 
state  colleges,  universities,  and 


hospitals.  The  latter  are  excluded 
because  of  the  large  size  of  their 
staffs  and  the  library  services 
available  within  their  own  insti- 
tutions. State  government  interns 
may  borrow  materials  during  the 
period  of  their  internship  on  a  short 
term  basis.  Proper  identification 
must  be  provided  by  all  users  before 
obtaining  a  State  Library  card. 

Circulating  materials  in  the 
Library's  collection  may  be 
borrowed  for  one  month  and  may  be 
renewed  for  another  month  as 
needed.  Materials  not  available  in  the 
State  Library's  collection  wall  be 
borrowed  for  library  card  holders 
through  inter-library  loan.  The  State 
library  is  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Library  Consortium,  a  network  of 
area  research  libraries.  Through  its 
membership  in  the  Consortium,  the 
collections  of  member  libraries  are 
available  to  State  Library  card 
holders. 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE 
LIBRARY 

Massachusetts  State  Publications 
issued  quarterly  and  cumulated 
annually,  is  a  bibliography  of  state 
documents  received  by  the  Library. 
It  is  for  sale  in  the  State  Bookstore. 

New  Acquisitions  is  a 
bimonthly  publication  of  new  books 
in  the  Library. 


I 


